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•  We work for the University of California and we provide free immigration legal services 
to undocumented students and/or undocumented immediate family members of UC 
students on most UC Campuses: Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Merced, Riverside, Santa 
Barbara, Santa Cruz, San Diego, San Francisco.  

 
•  Created by UC President Advisory Committee on Undocumented Students. 

•  Currently operating out of UC Davis and UCLA.  Starting January, we are hoping to operate 
out of UCI part-time. 

 
•  Email Ana Barragan, UCI’s Dreamers Coordinator, at ambarrag@uci.edu to 

schedule a meeting.  
▫  Why through Ana? 

•  For more info about our staff, google: UC Undocumented Legal Services Center. Go to the 
“About Us” link on the side bar. 



•  Where do we get our rights from?  
 The U.S. Constitution, federal, state, and local laws.  

 
•  Rights can vary depending on your current immigration status:  

 Citizen, Undocumented, Non-Citizen.  
 
•  Government Agencies:  

-  Federal Immigration 
o Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

§  United States Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) 
§  United States Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
§  United States Customs & Border Protection (CBP) 

-  State, County, Local Law Enforcement 
o  Sheriff, Local Police, Campus Police 

 
•  Immigration proceeding is NOT a criminal proceeding. They have different rules and different 

consequences, even their own court.  



Your Rights: 

◈  You have the right to remain silent.  
◈  If you wish to exercise that right, say so out loud. 

◈  You have the right to refuse to consent to a search of yourself, your car or your home.  
◈  If you are not under arrest, you have the right to calmly leave.  
◈  You have the right to a lawyer if you are arrested. Ask for one immediately.  
◈  The TRUTH Act (Transparent Review of Unjust Transfers and Holds Act) 

◈  Regardless of your immigration or citizenship status, you have constitutional rights. 
◈  Right to an attorney? 



Your Responsibilities: 

◈  Do not interfere with or obstruct the police.  
◈  Do not lie or give false documents. 
◈  Do stay calm and be polite. 
◈  Do prepare yourself and your family in case you are arrested.  
◈  Do remember the details of the encounter.  
◈  Do file a written complaint or call your local ACLU if you feel your rights have been 

violated. 



 
▫   Do not open the door! Only open if the ICE agent has a valid warrant.  

•  Do not let ICE trick you into thinking they are the police! 

•  If the ICE agent does not have a warrant, then you do NOT have to open the door. 
•  ICE may ask to come in even if they don’t have a search warrant.  
•  ICE needs a warrant and should slip it under the door. 

•  What would be a valid warrant? 
•  Arrest Warrant: must list your name and address on it.  Exit the house. 
•  Search Warrant: must list your specific address on it. 
•  Removal Notice: does not allow officers to come into your home without consent. 
•  = If they only have a removal notice, they can only come in if you consent.  

•  Consent to enter a home must be sought in a language the occupant speaks. 
•  Example:  ICE must bring a Spanish speaker when seeking someone from a Spanish-

speaking country.  

 
 
 
 
 



▫  Right to remain silent/try not to answer questions:  
 
•  If you are undocumented, you can decide not to answer questions about: 

§ your immigration status, 
§ your citizenship, 
§ where you were born, or 
§ whether you have documents.  
 

•  If you have a valid immigration status, then you can show them your valid 
immigration paperwork. 

•  If you tell an immigration officer that you are not a U.S. citizen and you then 
cannot produce valid U.S. immigration documents, then there is a chance that they 
will arrest you.   

•  Do not provide any information about your family’s immigration status or history. 

 
 
 



•  Do not run and try to remain calm.  
 

•  If possible, calmly walk away from the raided area.  
 

•  If they do not let you leave, try not to answer any of their questions, 
do not tell them where you were born, and do not sign any 
documents.  
 

•  Do not show any fake documents or lie about your immigration 
status!  

 
•  Have a safety plan!  Talk to your colleagues about a group plan.  

 



•  You have the right to remain silent and to refuse a search.  
•  If the police or an immigration officer stops you on the street and does not 

have a warrant, s/he may not arrest you unless s/he has evidence.  
•  In CA, you are not required to show ID. You do need to provide your 

name and birthday. 
•  You do not have to say anything about your immigration status or where 

you were born.  
•  Do not carry with you any documents from your country of origin or false 

documents.  
•  If you have valid immigration status documents, you can show them.  
•  You have the right to ask the officer if you are being arrested or detained. 

If the officer says “NO, you are not being arrested or detained,” you 
should ask him or her if you can leave. If the officer says you can leave, 
you should do so – slowly and calmly.  



•  Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possible. Turn off the car, 
turn on a light, roll the window down, and place your hands on the 
wheel.  

•  Show your license, vehicle registration, and proof of insurance when 
asked by the officer. 

•  You have the right to refuse a search of your car – be sure to state 
that right if asked to consent to a search. However, an officer may 
still search your car without your consent if he/she believes there is 
evidence of crime.  

•  Drivers and passengers have the right to remain silent.  
•  If you are a passenger, you can ask if you are free to leave.  
•  Sign your ticket if you are given one. Otherwise, you may be 

arrested. Your signature only means you agree to go to court.  



•  If you fall under one of these priorities, you COULD be 
transferred into immigration or “ICE” custody. 

 Priority 1: “Threats to 
national security, border 
security, and public 
safety.”  
This includes those:  
•  suspected of having involvement 

with gangs/terrorists; 
•  convicted of a felony (defined 

under state law) or an 
“aggravated felony;” and  

•  apprehended at the borders while 
attempting to enter unlawfully. 

 

 

Priority 2: “Misdemeanants 
and new immigration 
violators.”  
This includes those:  
•  with 3 or more misdemeanors 

convictions (not minor traffic 
offenses or state convictions 
where immigration status is an 
element);  

•  with convictions for a significant 
misdemeanor (DV, sexual abuse, 
burglary, firearms, drug 
distribution/trafficking, DUI, 
sentenced to serve 90 days or 
more);  

•  visa “abusers;” and  
•  entered unlawfully and not 

physically present in the U.S. 
continually since 1/1/2014.  

Priority 3: “Other 
immigration violations.”  
This priority only names those who 
have been issued a final order of 
removal on or after 1/1/2014.  



•  BEFORE you are in deportation proceedings, do the following:  
 

1.  Have your valid CA state ID on you or valid U.S. government ID on you (do not carry a matrícula 
or other documents from your country of origin).  

2.  Have a copy of your valid immigration paperwork easily available. Do not carry false documents!  

3.  Keep your red card (rights card) on you at all times.  

4.  Have an immigration attorney (not a notario) who is trustworthy and who specializes in removal 
defense in mind.  Keep the attorney’s phone number on your cell phone and near your phone at 
home so you and your family can call the attorney right away if you are detained.  

5.  Know your “A #” and leave it in a safe place in your home where your family can find & access it. 

6.  If you have minor children, prepare a document that authorizes another adult to take care of 
them. 



•  DON’T sign any papers the officers give you!  
 

•  Ask for translations 
 

•  Get a copy of the “Notice to Appear”    
▫  ICE must issue your Notice to Appear within 72 hours. NTA contains the immigration charges against you and 

the court date to appear in immigration court 

•  Contact an Attorney!  
 
•  Contact your consulate   
▫  *Be careful about doing this if you haven’t already admitted alienage because this could be used against you. 

 

•  Right to a hearing  
�  If you are scared to return to your home country you MUST tell the government immediately and BEFORE they deport you.  

▫  Tell ICE you request a hearing at the nearest immigration court and not to transfer your case.   
 

•  Ask for bond 



What is DACA?  
DACA = Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals  
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	   DACA is… 

◦  … a temporary form of protection 

from deportation granted to 

certain eligible young immigrants 

living in the U.S.  

◦  … a discretionary grant – it is 

granted on a case-by-case basis.  

	   DACA is NOT …  

◦  … legal status in the U.S.  

◦  … a pathway to citizenship. 

◦  … a law. 

◦  … permanent.  



What are the benefits of DACA? 
•  DACA recipients…. 
▫  … are relatively safe from deportation during the two-year period. 
▫  … qualify for an Employment Authorization Document (EAD) to lawfully work in the U.S. 
▫  … receive a Social Security Number. 
▫  … can obtain a state ID or driver’s licenses (in most states, including CA). 
▫  … can obtain permission from the government to travel abroad by applying for “Advance 

Parole.” 
▫  … stop accruing “unlawful presence” in the U.S.  
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How do I qualify for DACA?  
You must …  

1. … be at least 15 years old on the date you apply.  
2. … be under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012 (born after June 15, 

1981). 
3. … have come to the U.S. before you turned 16 years old.  
4. … have lived continuously in the U.S. since June 15, 2007 – 

exception: “brief, casual, and innocent trips” abroad.    
5. … have been physically present in the U.S. on June 15, 2012 and at the 

time you apply for DACA.  
6. … and you arrived in the U.S. without documents before June 15, 2012 

OR your lawful status expired as of June 15, 2012.    
 

•  Expanded DACA and DAPA are not available yet.  



How do I qualify for DACA? (cont…) 

You must also fulfill the education requirement by: 
o Currently being in school (trade or technical school qualify).  

o Having graduated from high school.  

o Earning a certificate of completion of high school.  

o Earning a GED.  

o Or being honorably discharged from the Coast Guard or military.   



How do I qualify for DACA? (cont…) 
•  You may NOT qualify for DACA due to criminal, national 

security, or immigration bars to eligibility. These 
include: 
▫  If you have been convicted of:  

�  a felony,  
�  a significant misdemeanor (including a DUI),  
�  or 3 or more misdemeanors of any kind.  

▫  If you pose a threat to national security or public safety – including gang 
affiliation or involvement in criminal activity.  
▫  If you have had certain prior contact with immigration authorities.  

If any of the above applies to your case, it is important to consult with an 
attorney about the circumstances!  



How do I apply for DACA? 

Application: Complete the government application, which includes:  
▫  USCIS Form I-821D – Consideration of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

�  NOTE: be sure to use the most current form from the USCIS website!  
▫  USCIS Form I-765 – Application for Employment Authorization 
▫  USCIS Form I-765WS – Worksheet to show need for EAD 
▫  USCIS Form G-1145 – to Receive a Text or Email When USCIS receives application 



How do I apply for DACA? 
Documents: For the 
initial DACA application 
you will need to submit 
documentation to show 
that you meet each of the 
DACA-eligibility 
requirements.  

 
Remember to submit 
copies, NOT originals!  

You will need to prove:  
q  Identity & Date of Birth;  
q  Physically presence in the US on 

6/15/2012; 
q  5 Years of Continuous Residence in the 

U.S. (June 2007 – June 2012); 
q  Education: In School, Have a High 

School Diploma/GED, or Honorably 
Discharged from Military;  

q  Entered the US before the age of 16; 
q  And that you are NOT ineligible due to 

a criminal conviction or a threat to 
national security/public safety. 



Are there risks in applying for DACA?  

Impact on family?  
o  If there are no criminal, fraud, or immigration issues in your case and you are otherwise 

eligible, there will likely be no impact on your family. 
 

Referral to ICE?  
o  If your case is denied based on immigration, criminal, or fraud issues, your case could be 

referred to ICE. 
o  Consult an attorney to ensure you are eligible before you apply! 
o  If you are ineligible, do NOT apply. 



What is DACA Renewal?  
DACA Renewal = the extension of Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals program.  
 
Renewing your DACA allows you …. 

o … 2 more years of temporary protection from deportation.  

o … to renew your EAD card so you can work lawfully for another 2 years. 

o … to NOT accrue “unlawful presence” in the U.S. after your initial DACA 

grant expires.  



Do I qualify for DACA Renewal?  
o It is important to apply for DACA renewal as soon as possible 
o If you have already been approved for DACA, you may apply for 

DACA Renewal during your Renewal period.  
o If you have had any contact with law enforcement or 

immigration authorities, have left the country or moved 
since submitting the initial DACA application, please consult with 
an attorney before applying for DACA Renewal. 

o You cannot age out of DACA – even if you are over the age of 31 
now.  
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When should I renew my DACA?  
You must renew between 150 days (5 months) and 120 days 

(4 months) before the expiration date on your EAD card.  
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DACA Renewal Calculator: https://www.nilc.org/issues/daca/dacarenewalcalculator/ 



How do I apply for DACA Initial/Renewal?  
Submission – mail the following packet to 
USCIS:  
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q Signed application  
q Copy of your EAD card (front and back)  

* Note: This is different from the initial DACA application.  

q 2 passport photos  

q Supporting Documents (initial only) 

q Fee: You must send in a $465 money order or 

check to “Department of Homeland Security” 

with your application packet.  

q Will go up $495 on 12/23/2016 



What happens after I submit my DACA application? 
ü Receipt: Once you file these materials, you will receive a 

receipt notice – this will contain your receipt number so you 
can track your case. 

ü Biometrics: You will then be sent an appointment by mail 
for biometrics (fingerprints and photo). 

ü Response: Applications are reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. A letter requesting additional information – “Request 
for Evidence [RFE]” – or a decision granting or denying 
your DACA application will be sent by mail.    

ü USCIS is currently attempting to review all 
applications as quick as possible due to the election 
results 
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What do I do if my DACA is delayed? 
There have been delays for a number of people who applied to renew their DACA in 

early 2016. 

STEPS TO TAKE IF YOUR DACA IS DELAYED* 
1.  Check your case status online: 

https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/Dashboard/CaseStatus.do  
AFTER 105 days of processing time…  
2.  Contact the USCIS National Customer Service Center: 1-800-375-5283.  
3.  Submit an online “outside normal processing time” inquiry through the USCIS 

portal: https://egov.uscis.gov/e-request/Intro.do  
4.  Contact the Immigrant Legal Resource Center and/or the National Immigration 

Law Center.  
5.  File a Case Assistance Form DHS-7001 online with the USCIS Ombudsman: 

https://cisomb.dhs.gov/oca/form7001.aspx.  
6.  Contact your congressional representative: www.house.gov/representatives/find/  
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  

You may be eligible for Asylum if ... 
o  … you are in the U.S. and meet the legal definition of a “refugee”: 

o  have suffered persecution OR fear persecution  
o  if returned to your home country  
o  by the government OR individuals/groups that the government is unwilling or 

unable to control  
o  on account of your (1) race, (2) religion, (3) political opinion, (4) nationality, or (5) 

membership in a particular social group.  

The Convention Against Torture (CAT) is a lesser form of protection for individuals who 
cannot succeed in claiming asylum BUT can prove it is more likely than not 
that you would be tortured if returned to your home country.  
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  

You may be eligible for a  U-Visa if ... 
o  … you (or certain family members) have been the victim of a serious crime in 

the U.S. – “qualifying crimes.” 
o  … you must have suffered substantial physical or mental abuse as a result of 

being a victim of this criminal activity.  
o  … AND you were helpful, are helpful, or are likely to be helpful to law 

enforcement in the investigation or prosecution of the crime. 
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  

You may be eligible for relief under VAWA if you are... 
o  … an abused noncitizen child or spouse of a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent 

resident parent.  
o  … an abused noncitizen parent of a U.S. citizen.  
o  … OR a child (whether abused or not) of a parent who was abused by a 

U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident spouse.  
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  

You may be eligible for a T-Visa if ... 
o  … you have been the victim of a severe form of human trafficking; 
o  … you are in the United States, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, or at a port of entry due to trafficking; 
o  … you comply with reasonable requests for assistance in the investigation or 

prosecution of the trafficking (exceptions: minors and victims suffering from 
physical or psychological trauma); 

o  … AND you would suffer extreme hardship involving unusual and severe harm if 
you were removed from the U.S. 
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What are some other forms of immigration relief?  

You may be eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) if ... 
o  … you are under 21 and unmarried;  
o  … you cannot be reunited with one or both parents because of abuse, neglect, 

abandonment (or a similar basis in state law); 
o  … a court has declared you to be the dependent of a court, or legally committed to a 

state agency, or legally committed to an individual or appointed entity;  
o  … AND a court finds that it is not in your best interest to return to your country of 

origin.  
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•  Avoid fraudulent attorneys, consultants, “notarios,” or 
anyone who offers an “express service.” 
 

•  Only 2 groups of people may provide legal advice and services 
on your immigration case:  
▫  (1) attorneys and  
▫  (2) Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) accredited representatives. 

•  A professional will help assess your eligibility for a more permanent 
form of status and identify red flags.  
 



Saya Austin 
Attorney Fellow 
UC Undocumented Legal Services Center – law.ucdavis.edu/uc-undocumented 
(530) 219-8856 
saya.ucimm@law.ucdavis.edu  
 
Ana Barragan 
Coordinator 
UCI Dreamers – dreamers.uci.edu 
ambarrag@uci.edu 
 
ACLU of Southern California – aclusocal.org 
Orange County phone: (714) 450-3962 
Legal intake: (213) 977-5253 
 
CARRY YOUR RED/RIGHTS CARD ON YOU! 


